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REFLECTIONS ON ENDOWMENT

BUILDING IN THE AFRICAN-
AMERICAN COMMUNITY

By Mary-Frances Winters
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Table 1. African-American Philanthropy Timeline

Period                                                                          Events

1700 Mutual aid societies: Fraternal Order African Union African Society Orphanages
social services, or Prince Hall Society (1781) of Mutual Aid & established
education Masons (1775) Charity (1796)

1800 By 1800, several Anti-slave efforts Black churches Post Civil War
hundred emerge: activities: Blacks
organizations A.M.E., hold elected
existed to provide Baptist offices
charitable
assistance to the
black community

1860 Role of church Individual Tuskeegee Other black
continues to be philanthropists Institute founded colleges emerge:
strong emerge: Bethune-Cookman,

Thomy Lafon, Spelman,
New Orleans Morehouse, etc.

1900 Black sororities Boule formed Urban League Marcus Garvey National Council
and fraternities (1904) founded (1910) Back to Africa of Negro Women
formed for NAACP formed movement (1914) founded (1935)
college-educated (1908)
blacks

1940 United Negro Links (1946)
College Fund
(1943)

1950 United Negro
Appeal (1955)

1960 Civil rights Financial support Black Businesses United Black
movement for civil rights emerge: Johnson Fund

movement is single Publishing, Black (Washington,
greatest Enterprise, 1969)
manifestation of Essence
philanthropic
behavior in U.S.

1970 21 Century National Black United Black
Foundation United Fund Fund of America
formed (1971) established (1974) established

(1977)

1980 Entertainers, Scholars and Community Mega church Number of black
sports figures researchers begin foundations movement black-owned
and others of serious study of extend outreach emerges businesses
wealth begin to African-American to African increase
give large gifts philanthropy Americans

1990 First National
Conference on
Black
Philanthropy
(1997)
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Table 2. Selected Endowments among National African-American Organizations

African-American Organization Estimated Endowment Size

NAACP $ 50 million (goal)*

National Council of Negro Women 30 million (goal)*

United Negro College Fund 22 million

National Urban League 13 million

Sigma Pi Phi Fraternity (Boule) 3.5 million

Omega Psi Phi Fraternity 3 million

Associated Black Charities of Maryland 1.2 million

Delta Sigma Theta Sorority 1.2 million

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority 1 million

Links, Inc. 1 million

* Campaign in progress, but representatives of these organizations could not be reached to determine the
current level of the endowment.
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