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Teri A Hansen manages the daily work of Gulf Coast Community Foundation as, together with its 
donors, it transforms our region through bold and proactive philanthropy.  She has served as 
President|CEO of Gulf Coast since 2002. 
 
Under Teri’s leadership, Gulf Coast recently surpassed $150 million in grants invested in the 
community.  Teri oversees Gulf Coast’s creation and funding of catalytic community initiatives, 
such as a policy study of Florida’s 9-1-1 system that helped improve public-safety throughout 
the state.  Current Gulf Coast initiatives include Feeding Hungry Families, a project to assess, 
map, and improve the hunger-relief system in our region; CareerEdge, an award-winning 
workforce-development collaborative; and GulfCoastGood.org, an online portal for citizen 
philanthropy that connects community members with opportunities to donate or volunteer.  
 
Teri also volunteers her leadership nationally, statewide, and regionally.  She is a member of the 
Council on Foundations’ Community Foundations Leadership Team, a past president of 
Community Foundations of Florida, a member of the Florida Philanthropic Network, and a board 
member of the Florida Chamber of Commerce Foundation.  She also serves on the USF Sarasota-
Manatee Community Leadership Council and has held numerous leadership positions focused 
on economic development in Sarasota County. 
 
Teri is a member of the International Women’s Forum Suncoast Chapter, and in 2007 she 
received the IWF’s “Women Who Make a Difference Award.”  In 2010, she received the 
President’s Award of Distinction from State College of Florida, Manatee-Sarasota, and was 
named a “Best Boss” in the Sarasota-Manatee region by Biz941 magazine.  Teri was named one 
of the “50 Most Powerful People on the Gulf Coast” by Gulf Coast Business Review in 2011.  She 
also received the Tampa Bay Partnership Chair’s Cup for Excellence in Regionalism and the Girls 
Incorporated of Sarasota County “She Knows Where She’s Going” award. 
 
Prior to joining Gulf Coast, Teri was vice president for gift planning and donor relations at The 
Cleveland Foundation, the oldest and one of the largest community foundations in the United 
States.  She also worked as vice president of external relations for Central Indiana Community 
Foundation and was the founding president of Legacy Fund of Hamilton County (Indiana). 
 
A San Diego native, Teri earned her bachelor’s degree in journalism from San Diego State 
University.  Upon graduating, she served as a public affairs officer in the U.S. Air Force.  Teri is an 
alumnus of Harvard Business School, having completed its Advanced Management Program. 



 
 
 

 
Awards and Recognitions 

 
 
Gulf Coast Community Foundation and its president|CEO, Teri A Hansen, have been honored recently 
with the following awards and recognitions: 
 
Gulf Coast Community Foundation 
 

 Outstanding Humanitarian Award, America’s Blood Centers (2014) 
 

 Stephen H. Goldman, M.D. Keystone Award – Lay Organization, Center for Building Hope (2013) 
 

 Best NonProfit Organizations to Work For, The NonProfit Times (2010) 
 

 Best Companies to Work For, Florida Trend magazine (2010) 
 
 
Teri A Hansen 
 

 Community Youth Development Leadership Honoree (2014) 
 

 Women in Business Leadership Circle, SRQ Magazine (2014) 
 

 Civic Achievement Award, AJC – West Coast Florida Region (2013) 
 

 “50 Most Powerful People on the Gulf Coast,” Gulf Coast Business Review (2011) 
 

 “She Knows Where She’s Going” Award, Girls Incorporated of Sarasota County (2011) 
 

 Chair’s Cup for Excellence in Regionalism, Tampa Bay Partnership (201X) 
 

 President’s Award of Distinction, State College of Florida, Manatee‐Sarasota (2010) 
 

 “Best Boss,” Biz941 Magazine (2010) 
 

 “Women Who Make a Difference Award,” International Women’s Forum (2007) 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
Teri A Hansen 

Council on Foundations Lifetime Achievement Award Nomination 
 

 
Teri A Hansen was honored by the American Jewish Committee with its Civic Achievement Award in 
2013.  Here is a video that was produced to be shown at the awards dinner to recognize her 
contributions. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pjyq4k3zC1s&list=FLfZ9rNKc6NFZSeRxmYV3HZw&index=2  
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[Philanthropy] Wanted: Agents for Action

Teri A. Hansen

Published on Saturday, January 18, 2014

Suzette Jones has fielded more than 140 business ideas from aspiring 
local entrepreneurs who she matches with coaches, mentors and other 
resources through BIG—Bright Ideas on the Gulf Coast. Bob and Lin 
Williams, Sarasota philanthropists who built a successful 
manufacturing company, have funded 15 technology-rich STEMsmart 
classrooms in Sarasota middle schools. Karin Barbito helped convene 
120 volunteers from faith communities in Venice last week to begin 
strengthening the support network for homeless families.

Each of these folks is an “Agent for Action” in the Gulf Coast Community Foundation 
family. While their focus might seem relatively specialized, all contribute to a bigger-
picture objective: to live in the best community we can. To see just how well these 
efforts strategically align, I invite you to read Gulf Coast’s 2014 Agenda for Action.

This publication is our annual statement of commitments for the coming year. An “anti
-annual report” of sorts, it honors accomplishments of the past by charting how we aim 
to build on that progress—and inviting you to work with us toward greater goals.

In 2014, our Agents for Action are approaching our region’s most exciting 
opportunities and pressing challenges from three directions:

Innovation economy. A thriving community owes its dynamic energy to success in 
disparate areas. Our agents have banded together to catalyze growth and progress by: 
creating more high-quality, career-path jobs and a more fertile environment for start-
ups; better preparing area students to fill those high-skilled jobs; and enhancing the 
cultural and lifestyle amenities that attract young professionals and new retirees alike. 

Opportunity for all. A community cannot be said to have laid a proper foundation if 
it can count among its members even a few for whom the most basic needs are not 
being met. Two diverse and enterprising groups are pooling their resources—and 
recruiting more—to support vulnerable children and families who lack access to 
adequate, nutritious food and safe places to sleep at night.

Foundation strong. The measure of a community is the faith we put in just that: 
measuring the community. The accuracy of data must be prerequisite to any action 
based on it. Gulf Coast is committed to convening experts, engaging community 
members in research and analysis, strengthening nonprofits to reach their potential and 
uniting skills we already have in our region with needs we want to banish from it.

Flipping through our Agenda, I just counted photos of 120 of the most compassionate, 
committed members of our community who are working together to improve it. And 
that’s but a fraction of the Agents for Action across our region—donors and 
volunteers, public servants and nonprofit leaders—who collaborate with Gulf Coast.

Can you see yourself or your team engaged in this enterprise? What’s your agenda? 
Ours is online at www.GulfCoastCF.org. I invite you to read it and then act on what 
moves you. We want to hear how you can help us, together, make our community the 
best it can be.

SRQ Daily Columnist Teri A Hansen is president and CEO of Gulf Coast Community 
Foundation
2014 Agenda for Action

More From SRQ Daily...

This story came from SRQ Daily, you can read the entire issue in the archive.
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The arrival of seasonal residents and
more tourists reminds us of the re-
frain from a hit song in 1976: Wel-

come back, welcome back, welcome back.
The lyrics were written for the theme

song of “Welcome Back, Kotter” — a televi-
sion show about a fictional character, Gabe
Kotter, who returned to his alma mater to
teach a boisterous bunch of students known
as the Sweathogs.

But the welcome can and should be ex-
tended to all the snowbirds who fly — and
drive — south to Sarasota and Manatee
counties for late fall, winter and early
spring. Welcoming these seasonal visitors,
as well as short-term tourists, is not only the
neighborly thing to do; it’s good business.

That’s because snowbirds and tourists
are big business. As John Hielscher report-
ed in the Herald-Tribune, Sarasota County
alone hosted 929,000 visitors in fiscal 2013,
which ended Sept. 30. Those folks spent
$757.7 million, which generated an estimat-
ed economic impact of $1.43 billion.

Tourist tax collections — the levy on
short-term rentals — increased 6.1 percent
in Sarasota County over fiscal 2012, to $14.8
million. Manatee County posted an 11 per-
cent gain, to $8.9 million.

Of course, our region’s seasonal “compa-
ny” pumps up the private sector, buying gro-
ceries, tickets at cultural events, meals at
restaurants, all sorts of goods and services
and, yes, newspapers.

There was a time, not so long ago, when a
lot of the locals complained about the arriv-
al of snowbirds — whining about traffic con-
gestion, longer waits for tables at restau-
rants and the like.

When the Great Recession struck, howev-
er, we detected noticeable changes in atti-

tudes. The economic impacts of seasonal
residents and tourists, so long taken for
granted, were appreciated. We have only an-
ecdotal evidence to judge, but it seems as
though the community has even become
more patient with out-of-state drivers on lo-
cal highways and byways.

Although local governments and busi-
ness groups have tried to diversify the econ-
omy, they have not neglected tourism; in
fact, substantial efforts have been aimed at
attracting visitors — from around the na-
tion and the world — year-round.

It’s true that the influx of guests strains
the infrastructure and crowds public and
private venues. But the economic and social
contributions of visitors are enormous, help-
ing to make countless businesses and insti-
tutions financially sustainable.

So, let’s give our guests the Mr. Kotter
treatment and welcome them back.

LETTERS FROM OUR READERS

SEND A LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Email: editor.letters@heraldtribune.com (Type “letter” in subject line.)
Online: heraldtribune.com/letters
Mail: Letters Editor, Herald-Tribune, P.O. Box 1719, Sarasota FL 34230

We welcome letters from our readers. Letters must have the writer’s name, full
address and daytime phone number and should be no longer than 250 words.
We may have to condense letters and edit them for accuracy. Writers may have
one published letter every 30 days. No email attachments, please.

EDITORIALS

OPINION

Are jellyfish massing
against humankind? Not
really; it just seems that

way. They may be sending us a
message, though.

Enormous aggregations of the
diaphanous sea creatures have
been wreaking havoc from shore
to shore: clogging water intake
valves on seaside power plants,
destroying fish farms, crowding
fishing nets and, yes, stinging
people (sometimes fatally). It’s
nothing personal. Jellyfish, lack-
ing brains, do not wish us harm.
They’re merely going about
their lives as they have for more
than half a billion years: swim-
ming, eating and reproducing,
lately in mind-boggling num-
bers.

If anyone is to blame for de-
structive jellyfish “blooms,” as
their regional population explo-
sions are called, it is not them,
but us. That’s because jellyfish
can tolerate waters that are
warm and polluted — conditions
that human activity promotes.
And as people have fished preda-
tors and competitors from their
midst, jellyfish reign.

One question is whether we
are witnessing an irreversible jel-
lyfish takeover of the seas or just
a natural waxing of the jellyfish
population that will eventually
wane. Scientists don’t know. But

finding the answer is crucial to
keeping the oceans safe for ev-
ery sort of undersea life.

One recent study of the exist-
ing scientific data found “no ro-
bust evidence for a global in-
crease in jellyfish.” The research-
ers noted that populations oscil-
late in 20-year cycles, and an ex-
pansion that began during the
1990s is only making it seem as if
jellyfish are taking over. Another
study, which looked at not only
recorded data but also anecdotal
reports from experienced fisher-
men, found that jellyfish popula-
tions have increased beyond
what natural cycles can explain.

Either way, it’s clear that at
least in individual ecosystems,
poor human stewardship of
coastal waters has been giving
jellyfish an edge. Consider, for
example, the Black Sea, a reposi-
tory for the sewage and agricul-
tural runoff of 22 countries,
where one species of comb jelly-
fish began taking over in 1982.
The pollution had lowered the

water’s oxygen level, giving the
low-energy jellyfish an advan-
tage over other creatures. And
fishermen had taken out the
tuna, sturgeon, mackerel and oth-
er species that either ate or com-
peted for food with jellyfish.

At one point, the comb jelly-
fish achieved a mass of more
than 1 billion tons — more than
10 times the weight of all the fish
caught in the world each year.
The population began to recede
only after a different species of
comb jellyfish arrived, via ballast
water, and began eating the first
kind.

. . . More data about how jelly-
fish populations wax and wane,
and move about, might make it
possible for scientists to predict
when coastal regions can expect
problems. (The rest of us can
help by reporting our observa-
tions, and stinging experiences,
to jellywatch.org.) The other re-
sponse is to do all that stuff we
should already be doing anyway:
Stop polluting, overfishing and
emitting so many of the green-
house gases that contribute to
global warming. If keeping the
world fit for human habitation
isn’t a good enough reason, then
do it to prevent the jellyfish, how-
ever innocently, from taking
over the seas.

— Bloomberg View

Those jellyfish are trying to tell us something

Welcome back, snowbirds
Seasonal visitors’ economic and social impacts are huge

Same policy costs more
We are a family of five among

the 300,000 Florida Blue Cross pol-
icyholders who have received noti-
fication that our policy will be can-
celed next year. Calling the cancel-
lations a “transition” is a nice eu-
phemism but not true. I will be
able to purchase a new policy from
Blue Cross that is Obamacare com-
pliant. The cost of these “transi-
tion” policies offered are double or
more than double the cost of our
current policy. The health care ex-
change will be no better.

Contrary to what your editorial
“Clarity out of the Blue” and Presi-
dent Obama claim, the policies
available to me are not any better
than the policy I have, only much
more expensive. The extra $6,000
to $7,000 I will now be forced by
the federal government to spend
on health insurance will not be
spent in the economy at large.

If my experience is typical or av-
erage for the other 300,000 policy-
holders, we’re talking about $2 bil-
lion just for the policyholders for
Blue Cross/Blue Shield in Florida
that will taken out of the economy
to pay for health insurance that is
Affordable Care Act compliant.

Charles Molyneaux
Sarasota

ACA will help millions
The media are inundated with

letter writers, politicians and talk-
show hosts all wringing their
hands and shedding crocodile
tears for the many (at last count 5
percent) of the insured that are get-
ting cancellation letters for their
health insurance.

My question to all these critics is
simple: Where were you when ap-
proximately 30 million to 40 mil-
lion people had no insurance or
had policies that covered next to
nothing, or people were dropped
because of the dreaded pre-exist-
ing condition or forced into bank-
ruptcy from catastrophic illness
not covered by their policy?

To be clear, I am not happy with
the rollout of the ACA but, unlike
some, I want it to succeed not be-
cause it affects me — I have insur-
ance — but because I know people
that through no fault of their own
fit into the situations I pointed out.

Lost in all the criticism are the
many people the law has helped.
To say as some have written here
“we should go back to the way it
was” smacks of the “I have mine,
who cares about you?” mentality.
More times then not, these same
people identify themselves as God-
fearing Christians. Seems like a
conflicting message to me.

Larry Basta
Venice

‘Snowbirds’ matter
Regarding “It Matters Who Is

Buying Homes”: This front-page
article missed one important
point: There are more investors
and seasonal residents buying
homes now because tourism is
Florida’s prime industry. If Florida
has “an extremely weak founda-
tion under our housing market,” as
one consultant said, it’s a result of
the state’s profoundly successful
marketing to the nation and world.

Where do “snowbirds” come
from and who created the con-
cept? Florida has no other major in-
dustry other than being a resort
destination. Florida has no identity
other than selling itself as the Sun-
shine State.

Florida even has a taxing struc-
ture that can tax non-homestead
property owners at a higher rate
even though, as the article points

out, they are “using those services
less.” What your front-page article
missed is that seasonal residents
can own property in New York
and Florida and can homestead
here if they live here for six
months and a day.

Yes, who is buying “does matter
to the local economy.” Think of it
this way: If it wasn’t for snowbirds
in the Sunshine State where would
Florida’s economy be?

Dale Ludwig
Osprey

Economics of shootings
The underlying cause of Satur-

day’s birthday party shooting, kill-
ing two and wounding 16 Houston
teenagers, is evident in “They
Shoot, You Pay: Economics of Fire-
arm Incidents,” a segment of a re-
cently released YouTube four-
part documentary, “Firearms Lia-
bility.”

The educational video series dif-
ferentiates between public and pri-
vate firearms liability, and has a
five-year goal of reducing 495,000
annual violent incidents, including
32,000 deaths, by one-half.

The $174 billion annual price tag
for firearms incidents is largely em-
beddedin local property taxes. Chi-
cago, which annually pays $2.5 bil-
lion because of shootings, did not
make the top 10 among cities.

The rate of firearms accumula-
tion is currently four times higher
than population growth. Enough
guns are already in circulation to
arm every U.S. man, woman and
child. Firearms violence will con-
tinue unabated until such time as
legislators use common sense and
address “liability.”

The video series provides clear
and convincing evidence that the
public’s firearms liability is an abso-
lute disaster. Piecemeal legislative
solutions, including expanded
backgroundchecks, are largely cos-
meticso long as the liability for fire-
arm incidents remains a cost
shared among U.S. households.

The YouTube miniseries “Fire-
arms Liability” can be found by us-
ing the Google search engine. Se-
lect “Playlist.”

Kent Greene
Parrish

MacDonald and 2050
How ironic that Random House

is reissuing the works of prolific,
award-winning Florida author
John D. MacDonald, while the Sara-
sota County commissioners are
considering allowing realestate de-
velopers to hijack the 2050 plan for
Sarasota County.

Along with his many thrilling ad-
ventures, Travis McGee (one of
MacDonald’s famous characters)
often commented on runaway de-
velopment in Florida. My favorite
quote is from “Where Is Janice
Gantry?”: “Somebody has to betire-
less, or the fast-buck operators will
asphalt the entire coast, fill every
bay, and slay every living thing in-
capable of carrying a wallet.”

Sadly, MacDonald’s prediction,
made 50 years ago, has mostly
come true, and the development
continues unabated. What was
once beautiful open space is now
blanketed with cookie-cutter de-
velopments of mcmansions and
identical landscapes sprayed with
an array of chemicals that end up
in the bays and estuaries.

Much of what was beautiful and
attractive about Florida is either al-
ready gone or being bulldozed as
we speak.

I miss you, Mr. MacDonald. You
spoke for a lot of us.

Rob Kaercher
Venice

GUEST EDITORIAL

Tom Tryon’s Sunday col-
umn looked at a critical
community issue: home-

less children and families. It was
preceded Nov. 5 by a news story
highlighting the latest, distressing
data on area families — often un-
seen in the broad-brushed picture
ofhomelessness —withno perma-
nent place to stay at night. Read-
ers who are willing to join us in re-
ducing these numbers should un-
derstand the work that Gulf Coast
Community Foundation has been
leading to improve the safety net
for these families, as well as the
funding we have provided to fuel
services and successes noted in
the two pieces.

In a February guest column on
these pages, I wrote that the first
requirement to effectively ad-
dress the very real issue of home-
lesschildren and families is “credi-
ble countywide data, so we know
things like how many families are

homeless, how many hotel rooms
and other emergency beds are
available, and what it really costs
to successfully help a family.” For
months before that and ever
since, Gulf Coast has convened
the agencies that compiled this re-
cent data and worked with them
to close gaps through which the
families they serve can slip.

The 40 recent hotel stays pro-
vided by Community Assistance
Ministry to homeless families in
southern Sarasota County were
funded through our Homeless
Children and Families initiative,
as were others provided by Resur-
rection House in the north. Emer-
gency child care through the Ear-
ly Learning Coalition is another
gapservice in which Gulf Coast in-

vested. You can read about the ex-
tensive work we’ve been doing
with Schoolhouse Link and its
many partners to help homeless
students stay in their “home”
school by going to GulfCoast-
CF.org and searching “homeless.”

But at Gulf Coast, we know that
motel vouchers and temporary
bus routes alone won’t put our
neighbors into stable housing
with permanent jobs and the
wraparound services they need to
stay there. That’s why our initia-
tive has always had a dual strate-
gy: Fill short-term gaps to aid fami-
lies who need help now while pro-
viding the leadership and coordi-
nation to transform a system that
allowed those gaps to open in the
first place. My February column
asserted that “courageous leader-
ship” is required tosustain a mean-
ingful, long-term initiative to bet-
ter serve homeless families. If you
know Gulf Coast, you know we

will not shy away from that re-
sponsibility.

As Mr. Tryon noted, raising
awareness is vital, and that’s why
Gulf Coast recently published our
first magazine, called PROAC-
TION, which focuses on home-
lesschildren and families in the in-
augural issue. The magazine pro-
files the diverse faces of homeless-
ness in our community, highlights
model programs in place now,
and recommends ways that every
community member can help.
You can read it on our website or
call (941) 486-4600 for a printed
copy.

In less than two weeks, Dr. Rob-
ert Marbut will release his find-
ings on services for the homeless
in Sarasota County. We believe
his report and recommendations
will bring more focus and straight
talk to the issues that Gulf Coast
has been working on and the agen-
cies we are working with. We

have a charitable fund in place —
the Homeless Children and Fami-
lies Fund — which is already fuel-
ingshort-term family aid and long-
term systems change. Our board
committed $250,000 to this effort,
and proactive philanthropists are
now adding to it.

As Dr. Marbut said at his first
Herald-Tribune “Hot Topics” fo-
rum back in July, “Homelessness
is complex, but it isn’t complicat-
ed.” At Gulf Coast, we have
worked hard to unravel and help
others understand the unique
challenges faced by homeless chil-
dren and families and the differ-
ent solutions they require.

Moving forward, you can count
on at least one simple thing: Gulf
Coast is ready to lead the way in
making permanent homes come
true for struggling families in our
community.
Teri A. Hansen is president and CEO of
Gulf Coast Community Foundation.

Sheltering families requires a foundation of leadership
TERI A. HANSEN

GUEST COLUMNIST

Patrick Dorsey, Publisher
Bill Church, Executive Editor   Thomas Lee Tryon, Opinion Editor

Herald-Tribune

Patrons gather outside the Old Salty Dog restaurant
on City Island in Sarasota last March. Sarasota and
Manatee counties enjoyed a stellar tourist season
that included crowded local hotspots.
STAFF PHOTO / ELAINE LITHERLAND

Destructive jellyfish “blooms”
occur because jellyfish can
tolerate waters that are warm
and polluted — conditions
that human activity promotes.
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