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Council on Foundations Policy Positions 
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Donor Advised Funds 
The Council supports maintaining current law, which allows donor advised funds to benefit communities 
for years to come. The Council opposes the 5-year payout provision included in the Tax Reform Act of 
2014 released earlier this year by House Ways and Means Committee Chairman David Camp (R-MI-4). 

 

Charitable Deduction 
The Council supports preserving the full value of the charitable deduction. 

 

Private Foundation Excise Tax 
The Council supports the provision that was proposed and passed by the House in the America Gives 
More Act, to simplify the private foundation excise tax to a single rate of one percent. 
 

IRA Charitable Rollover and other “Tax Extenders” 
The Council supports immediate action by Congress to make permanent the IRA charitable rollover, the 
enhanced deduction for conservation easement donations, and the enhanced deduction for food 
inventory.  
 
The Council also recognizes opportunities to incrementally improve this provision, and urges Congress to 
expand the IRA charitable rollover to remove the limitation on the age of donors and the size of the gifts, 
and to permit charitable rollovers to donor advised funds, supporting organizations, and private 
foundations.  
 

Supporting Organizations 
The Council supports maintaining current law, which gives foundations the flexibility to choose which 
type of separate but related entity to establish to support an organization’s integral needs. 

 

Unrelated Business Income Tax (UBIT) 
The Council supports maintaining current law on what activities trigger an unrelated business income 
tax, along with how the tax is calculated. 
 

April 15th Charitable Giving Deadline 
The Council supports extending the charitable giving deadline to allow more taxpayers to take advantage 
of the charitable deduction and to plan their donations throughout the year, but urges Congress to 
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consider the impact this change could have on organizations that rely on annual campaigns and other 
timed giving initiatives. 
 

Mandatory E-filing of Form 990 
The Council generally supports the mandatory e-filing of the Form 990, but has some concerns that we 
urge Congress to consider—namely, the potential implications for smaller organizations and private 
foundations that could face compliance costs associated with e-filing, and the security of such 
information to be submitted electronically. We urge Congress to solicit feedback from foundations on 
this proposal. 


