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Housekeeping Items

Access the Help Desk: Select the “Help” option in 
the toolbar at the top of your GoToWebinar
navigation panel.

Ask a Question of the Presenters: Click the 
“Questions” box to type a question for the 
presenters. 

Exit the Webinar: Click the gray “X” in upper right 
corner of the gray webinar navigation bar. 

For Telephone Participants: If you are using the 
telephone to listen to the webinar, please make sure 
to use a landline to ensure call clarity. 

Webinar Recording: A recording of this webinar will 
be made available upon request shortly after the 
webinar’s conclusion. 

Thank you for joining us. The webinar will begin shortly!



Sue Santa
Senior Vice President of Public Policy and 
Legal Affairs, Council on Foundations

Speakers



Maggie Gunther Osborn
President,
Connecticut Council for Philanthropy

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Maggie Gunther Osborn is President of the Connecticut Council for Philanthropy, an association of grantmakers committed to promoting and supporting effective philanthropy for the public good.  Before joining the Council, Osborn served as Vice President of the Florida Philanthropic Network and Grant Director for the Conn Memorial Foundation. MGO Partners, Osborn’s consulting firm from 1998-2013, provided training and capacity building consulting to the philanthropic sector.       Osborn began her professional career in the international retail industry and transitioned into the philanthropic sector.  Having held positions of increasing responsibility throughout her career, she has led organizations through multi-million dollar fundraising campaigns, helped to build small organizations into stable community assets and developed training and board development programs for the sector.     Ms. Osborn holds a master degree in Leadership & Philanthropy from Antioch University and a BA from Notre Dame of Maryland University, where she was a Morrissy Scholar.  She serves as an adjunct professor at the University of Tampa School of Business and the University of Connecticut School of Public Policy.



David Thompson
Vice President of Public Policy,
National Council of Nonprofits

Presenter
Presentation Notes
David L. Thompson is Vice President of Public Policy for the National Council of Nonprofits, the nation’s largest network of nonprofit organizations. Active at the local, state, and federal levels through its member State Associations and nonprofit allies, the National Council amplifies the voices of America’s local community-based nonprofit organizations, helping them engage in critical policy issues affecting the sector, manage and lead more effectively, collaborate and exchange solutions, and achieve greater impact in their communities.Prior to joining the National Council in February 2010, Thompson served as Director of Government Affairs at Independent Sector. He served in the public sector from 2001 to 2007 as a Senior Counsel and as Policy Director to the U.S. Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Committee, notably as Counsel to the Pension Protection Act conference committee. Before working on Capitol Hill, Thompson directed federal policy for a consulting firm and practiced law for 17 years specializing in labor relations, employment law, government contracting, as well as government relations at the federal and state levels.David Thompson holds a bachelor’s degree from Emory University and a law degree from the University of Georgia Law School.



Lisa Danielson
Principal and Communications Expert,
L. Danielson Consulting

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Lisa has almost twenty years of experience in strategic communications and public affairs for clients ranging from Native American Tribes to Fortune 100 Corporations and local non-profit organizations. Her focus is on analyzing, developing and implementing communications strategies for complex, high-profile policy issues. She has hands-on experience managing complex projects with multiple objectives and is adept at objectively assessing client issues to reveal opportunities and pitfalls in existing communications and ensuring effective key messages are integrated in appropriate outreach materials and methods.Her experience includes developing communications tools for complex and high-profile policy issues for AT&T, The Philanthropy Roundtable and Northwest Center. Among recent projects, Lisa has worked to connect at-risk adolescents and young adults to human services programs designed to prevent violence as well as developing messages and consumer-oriented communications strategies supporting policy initiatives for several industry trade associations in Washington.  Lisa returned to Seattle in October 2012 after four years in Washington D.C. 



Where Are We Now?

• All Exempt Organizations Tax 
Issues are being considered 
within the Lens of 
Comprehensive Tax Reform

• …Whenever that occurs



Recap

February 2014
• Former House Ways and Means Chairman Dave Camp (R-

MI-4) releases Tax Reform Act of 2014 discussion draft

July 2014
• America Gives More Act (H.R. 4719) passes House on a 

bipartisan vote of 277 – 130

December 2014
• Chairman Camp introduces the Supporting America’s 

Charities Act (H.R. 5806); it fails to pass the House
• Congress passes tax extender provisions for 1 year, 

retroactive for 2014, for just 2 weeks

Important Milestones in 2014 - 2015



Recap

February 2015
• Senate announces Finance Committee tax reform working groups

• House passes America Gives More Act of 2015 (H.R. 644)

April 2015
• Sen. Schumer reintroduces Public Good IRA Rollover Act of 2015 

(S. 1159) to make permanent and expand the IRA charitable rollover

July 2015
• Senate tax reform working groups release reports, includes reform 

options impacting charitable organizations

Important Milestones in 2014 - 2015



Looking Ahead:
Tax Reform Possibilities



Philanthropy is on the radar
How Do We Know?

• President’s Budgets since 2010 (excise tax 
simplification, cap on charitable deduction)

• Tax extender renewal process and debate (America 
Gives More Act, Supporting America’s Charities Act, 
Public Good IRA Rollover Act)

• Tax reform proposals we’ve seen so far the past few 
years, including recent Senate working group activity

Looking Ahead



Looking Ahead

Senate Tax Reform Working Group Options

• IRA Charitable Rollover – make permanent and consider 
expanding

• Private Foundation Excise Tax – Simplify to a flat rate
• E-filing of Form 990 – Make mandatory
• Declaratory relief for 501(c)s – Expand
• Food inventory donations deduction – make permanent
• Conservation easement deduction – make permanent
• Contributions of property – look at valuation issues



Maggie Gunther Osborn
President,
Connecticut Council for Philanthropy



David Thompson
Vice President of Public Policy,
National Council of Nonprofits



August Advocacy Toolkit:
What is it?



Lisa Danielson
L. Danielson Consulting



What are we Trying to 
Achieve?

We want to create and/or strengthen a personal 
connection that directly links positive outcomes from 
your community with your foundation.
• Raise awareness: deliberately include elected 

officials and other important stakeholders as part 
of your regular communications and outreach 
efforts (e.g. newsletter, events, site visits)

• Reflected glory: highlight your work by shining a 
spotlight on others and the tangible, visible effects 
of what you do (and/or use facts and figures to 
illustrate) 

• Repeat.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I’m going to start by generally describing the purpose of this outreach at all, I want to emphasize the value of these kinds of connections with your lawmaker and other important stakeholders – in DC AND in District.



Picture it: Your Role.

Special Interest
Constituents
Caucus
Media
Personal

Your Lawmaker

Presenter
Presentation Notes
How?  What is your role?  How will you be heard?  Here it is – where you fit in. If this pie chart represents the echo chamber around an elected official, with an example of who they are hearing from at all times, then for the purposes of this example, that yellow piece represents your voice. 



August Advocacy Toolkit

On-hand resource
Specific pieces and their purpose

• Tips & Talkers: helps to plan for and structure your 
conversation

• FAQ: helps to see what you may be asked and how you 
can respond

• Sample op-ed: highlights the overarching narrative for 
public consumption

• Local outreach opportunities: specific ways to consider 
connecting with your lawmaker

• Local philanthropy: a document that illustrates the flat facts 
and data that help tell your compelling story

• Sample email/letter: a template to consider customizing for 
your communications

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This toolkit is meant to be a resource that you can reference quickly and easily as you begin to plan for and begin outreach to your elected officials.Of course there are complex policy issues covered here – especially in the Talkers and the FAQ – but also remember that the Council will always be available as a resource should you need help understanding or translating technical points of legislation.  



Repeat. Repeat. Repeat.

Source: Kully Hall Struble

Presenter
Presentation Notes
You have not delivered your message effectively until when you go to open your mouth, you’re already sick of yourself



To sign up for our  Washington Snapshot newsletter,
e-mail govt@cof.org

Questions?

mailto:govt@cof.org
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